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COCHLEA WARTA é Difaaisn araf
I EDITORIAL - Mrs. Manasee Date

World Hearing Day was celebrated in a very innovative way in
Swaranaad, by organizing awareness program for Anganwadi teachers,
sevika and supervisors along with Mental healthcare and stress
managementon 11th March 2026.

The teachers, sevika and supervisors of Anganwadi were given tips,
how to detect a hearing impaired child and what to do after detection. They
were taken in batches to class rooms to show how the children are
taught.They were introduced to hearing impaired children in Swaranaad.
They were so much moved to see their development that they confirmed
that they will definitely try to find such children and send them to Cochlea.
Some showed interestin doing the DECSE (HI) course.

After that Ashwini Nerlikar madam, psychologist, involved all the ladies
in some games, so they became relaxed and started talking to her. They
were shown videos to understand the reasons for stress and solutions for
the same also she explained how to identify emotions & Manage them. All
the 46 ladies who participated in this program were very satisfied with the
knowledge and information they got.

CRE was conducted from 23rd to 25th March at Divyang Bhavan,
Pimpri-Chinchwad. The central theme of the workshop, 'Cross Disability
Earlylntervention for facilitating Inclusive Education of Children with
Disabilities,' focused on equipping professionals with comprehensive and
inclusive approach to early intervention. 50 participants from across
Maharashtra took part in the workshop, reflecting astrong commitment
towards advancing inclusive education practices.

Awareness drive was arranged in 3 places in Pune -

a) 26thFebatVarjenaka, Anganwadi

b) 14th March at Chavadichi Anganwadi, Ramnagar.
c) 20th March at Teen Hatti Chowk at Dhanakawadi.

Outcome of this drive was two children were referred to Cochlea for
intervention.

As usual Holi was celebrated in all the centers.

On 5th March an awareness drive was organized at the foothills of
Parvati. 35 hearing impaired children with parents, 30 teachers and 15 staff
members took part in this drive. They started from the school and at 10 am
reached Janata Vasti. Brochures were distributed, slogans were given and
some people showed interest and asked some questions.

Raksha Deshpande, our Director education was given the award by
“Mabhila Din Vishesh Nari Shakti Sanmaan and Sanwad”. All were
impressed by the sanwad she had with the audience.

Then there is a write up from a grandfather about his Hearing impaired
granddaughter Veera. It is so nice to receive such feedback, which keep on
coming from parents and relatives of hearing impaired children.

These are like feathers in the cap of our teachers. No doubt they
deserve to be appreciated and so Cochlea gave the full team of Swaranaad
agood time on a day full of fun to celebrate Women's Day.
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I Report on RCI-Accredited CRE Workshop
March 23-25, 2026
Smruti Kulkarni
DECSE (HI) Course Co-ordinator, Cochlea Pune for Hearing & Speech

An RCl-accredited Continuing Rehabilitation Education (CRE)
workshop was successfully conducted from March Date 23 to March 25,
2026 at Divyang Bhavan, Pimpri-Chinchwad. The workshop was
organized by Cochlea Pune for Hearing and Speech in collaboration with
the Divyang Bhavan Foundation and Pratham.

The central theme of the workshop, "Cross Disability Early
Intervention for Facilitating Inclusive Education of Children with
Disabilities," focused on equipping professionals with a comprehensive
and inclusive approach to early intervention.

The workshop witnessed enthusiastic participation from 50
special educators and experts from across Maharashtra, refleeting a
strong commitment toward advancing inclusive education practices.

The program commenced with a warm and dignified inaugural
ceremony in the presence of esteemed dignitaries, including Mr. Paresh
Gandhi (CEO, Divyang Bhavan), Ms. Raksha Deshpande (Education
Director, Cochlea Pune), Ms. Sweta Maharatha (Pratham Education
Foundation), Ms. Sunita Veling (Manager), Dr. Varsha Gathoo (Former
HOD Education Department AYJNISHD), Ms. Gitanjali Palkar and
Mr.Nandkumar Phule from Divyang Bhavan.

Over the course of three days, expert-led sessions were
conducted by Dr. Varsha Gathoo, Ms. Raksha Deshpande, Ms. Deepali
Kapoor (Program Head, Pratham Education Foundation), Dr. jayanthi
narayan (Former Dy. Director NIEPID) and Ms. Gitanjiali Palkar. These
sessions provided in-depth insights and practical guidance on key areas
suchas:

e Theneed, concept and rationale of the cross-disability approach
e Curricular framework for early intervention and school readiness
e Developmental domains and approaches to learning
[}

Foundations of early childhood development and disability
inclusion

e Identification of red flags and understanding developmental
milestones

e NIPUN Inclusive framework

Role of family in early intervention and family outcome
measures
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e [DEAframework
e Importance of play-based learning

The workshop also emphasized interactive learning through group
presentations and skill-building activities, ensuring active engagement
and practical understanding among participants.

The program concluded with a valedictory ceremony graced by Mr.
Omprakash Deshmukh, (MD Divyang Bhavan Foundation PCME) and
Ms. Nivedita Gharge, (Assistant Commissioner Divyang Cell, Social
Development Department PCMC), Mr. Paresh Gandhi (CEO, Divyang
Bhavan), Dr. Varsha Gathoo (Former HOD Education Department
AYJINISHD), Ms. Deepali Kapoor (Program Head, Pratham Education
Foundation). Their presence added significance to the successful
culmination of the workshop.

The entire program was effectively anchored and co-ordinated by
the RCI Course Co-ordinator, Ms. Smruti Kulkarni whose efforts ensured
the smooth execution of the workshop.

Overall, the workshop was meaningful and impactful initiative,
strengthening the knowledge, skills and collaborative spirit of special
educators in fostering inclusive education for children with disabilities.
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Your generosity can make a deaf child Speak

Cochlea is registered under :
BPT 1950 Act.

Society Reg. Act.

PAN No. AAATC5056E

Account Name : 'Cochlea Pune for Hearing and Speech'

Account No. : 60040230428

Bank . Bank of Maharashtra
Branch : Shivajinagar, Pune.
IFSC Code : MAHB0000043

All Donations are exempt under section 80G
of the Income Tax Act.
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SWARANAAD REHABILITATION CENTER
Monthly Achievement - MARCH 2026

No. FACILITIES STUDENT COUNT
1. | Speech Therapy Sessions 267
2. | No. of Student getting Speech Therapy 65
3. | Aided Audiogram Testing 16
4. | No. of Speech Assessment
5. | No. of Counseling Sessions
6. | Individual Occupation Therapy Sessions 82
7. | No. of Students getting Individual OT 46
8. | Group Occupational Therapy Sessions 2
9. | Psychological Assessment 10

10. | No. of Activity Therapy Session 20

SWARANAAD OUTREACH CENTER
Monthly Achievement - MARCH 2026

No|  CENTERS SESSION
1. | Khed 0
2. | Narayangoan 39
3. | YCM Pimpari 92
4. | Morya Chinchwad 86
5. | Phonda 41
6. | Porvorim 48
7. | Manchar 66
8. | Daund 19
9. | Urawade (Residential) 12

10. | Kudal 48
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