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| EDITORIAL

- Mrs. Manasee Date

Since last four months all the teachers and staff of Cochlea were
busy with the preparations of NCED along with their routine
commitments. The convention was organized by the National
Convention of Educators of the Deaf, Ali Yavar Jung National Institute
of Speech and Hearing Disabilities and Cochlea Pune for Hearing and
Speech, Pune.The contribution by Cochlea's team in making the
convention a great success was appreciated by all the dignitaries of the
convention.

Smruti Kulkarni, our course coordinator, in her write up, has given
the details of the program conducted on 7th,8th,and 9th January 2026.
And the photos on cover page and inner page will give you a glimpse of
the program.

Dr Geetanjali Takale, Research Officer, Cochlea Pune, has given
a very nice scientific review of the research papers by Cochlea.

She has also written about her experience as a research officer at
Cochlea Pune. Her statement, “Research is not just about generating
evidence; it is about giving voice, structure, and direction to the work
that quietly changes lives every day”, is so apt to describe the work
goingonin Swaranaad.

Sonali Karamarkar, a teacher in Swaranaad read her paper in the
NCED presentations and she has also given a writeup aboutit.

The teachers in Swaranaad have been improvising their
standards day by day since the inception and their dedication is
unmatched. In addition to that attending CRE and NCED has given
them a direction in educating the hearing impaired children. A detailed
curriculum, chalked out by a team in Swaranaad is a proof of the
intense study done by them.

A visit to the temple was arranged as per the theme in the
curriculum. Pallavi Potdarh as given a write up and explained how the
children learnt about the names of different Gods and also the
instruments used during a Bhajan going on in the premises. The
children were thrilled to know the different things and were eager to tell
their parents about it. The photos of the visit are also on the rear pages
ofthisissue.

The Republic day was celebrated in all the centers. As usual the
children dressed as patriot or social reformers of Bharat. They were
looking very cute in the attires and spoke about that person in a few
lines. All these efforts go a long way to make it possible that “EVERY
DEAF CHILD WILL SPEAK”.

L2 24
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| One Platform,

Many Nations, One Purpose Smruti Kulkarni

Course Coordinator and Rehab. Professional
Cochlea Pune for Hearing and Speech

An international three-day conference on the theme “Inclusive
Education from the Perspective of Disability and Based on Research”
was jointly organized at Fergusson College, Pune, by the National
Convention of Educators of the Deaf (NCED), the Ali Yavar Jung
National Institute of Speech and Hearing Disabilities, and Cochlea,
Pune. The conference was inaugurated with the gracious presence of
Secretary, Divyang Kalyan Department, Government of Maharashtra
Shri Tukaram Mundhe, whose insightful address and excellent
guidance greatly inspired and motivated all the participants.

Atotal of 350 delegates from across the country participated in the
conference. Distinguished dignitaries present at the event included
Dr. Sumankumar - Director of the Ali Yavar Jung National Institute of
Speech and Hearing Disabilities, Dr. Meera Suresh - President of
NCED India, Dr. Avinash Wachasundar - Trustee of Cochlea,
Shubhada Burde- President and Chairperson of the Maharashtra
Chapter of NCED India, Dr. Asmita Huddar- Vice-Chairperson,
Dr. Gayatri Ahuja-Head of the Education Department, Shilpi Narang-
General Secretary, Lata Nayak and Sadhana Sapre — NCED India
Vice-President and Raksha Deshpande - Secretary of the
Maharashtra Chapter and Education director of Cochlea Pune hearing
and speech Swaranaad Kothrud, along with the entire Cochlea team
and several other eminent dignitaries were also present and actively
engaged throughout the conference.

During this successful conference, Secretary of Persons with
Disabilities Welfare Dept. Government Maharashtra - Shri Tukaram
Mundhe strongly emphasized the pivotal role of teachers in building an
inclusive society. He highlighted the significance of the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, constitutional provisions, and the
need for effective implementation of related laws to ensure universal
accessibility, equality, and social justice. While sharing personal
experiences about growing up with a brother with a disability and his
brother's inspiring journey of overcoming challenges, Shri Mundhe
became emotional at times. The pride he felt in his brother's
determined success was clearly reflected in his address and deeply
moved the audience.

Dr. Sumankumar elaborated on the various initiatives undertaken
by the Central Government in the areas of disability and inclusive
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education, emphasizing policy support and institutional efforts.
Dr. Avinash Wachasundar, Chief Managing Trustee Cochlea Pune
addressed the participants on the current scenario and prevailing
challenges in the field of inclusive education, underlining the need for
collaborative and research-based approaches.

Teachers in the education sector regularly undergo professional
training, however, special education teachers are often overlooked in
such capacity-building initiatives. Despite this, special educators are
mandated to periodically renew their certification under the
Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI), highlighting the need for more
structured and inclusive professional development opportunities for
them.

After completing three days of structured training, certificates are
renewed upon achieving the required evaluation score. Experts from
both special and general education are invited to deliver lectures.
Credits are awarded only after the selection of an approved curriculum
covering various contemporary topics and the successful completion
of training, including assessment. In this manner, teachers working in
special schools are required to continuously monitor update their
professional skill.

NCED-India organizes conferences every year across different
regions of the country. At present, twelve branches are operational in
Delhi, Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Assam, Odisha, Tamil
Nadu, and Maharashtra, among other states.

In this year's international conference, renowned experts from the
USA, Sweden, and Singapore, along with professionals working in
diverse educational fields, provided valuable guidance. Dr. Shivani
Pandit, based in the USA with over 30 years of experience in special
education, emphasized the importance of Social and Emotional
Learning (SEL) in teaching and educational management. She
elaborated on how SEL fosters children's self-confidence, lays the
foundation for friendships, promotes mutual respect in the classroom,
nurtures kindness, and strengthens decision-making skills.

Devsena Desai, from the Kaveri Centre, Pune, delivered an
insightful session on “Bright Children and Gifted Learners.” She
explained that children who demonstrate exceptional ability in one
subject may face difficulties in another and stressed the importance of
recognizing and building upon a child's existing strengths rather than
focusing solely on weaknesses. Her session resonated deeply with
teachers, as many could relate her insights to students in their own
classrooms.
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Shilpi Narang, a Delhi-based expert, facilitated an open mic on
the inclusion of backbenchers and led an interactive discussion on the
challenges faced by deaf children and their parents, offering
participants a deeper understanding of the lived realities and
complexities surrounding inclusive education.

The true joy of classroom teaching reaches children only when
teachers themselves experience that joy. Dr. Uma Soman from the
USA, Director of the internationally renowned organization “Listening
Together,” highlighted key issues such as the use of age-appropriate
language and the importance of building a strong foundation for
language development. Originally from Pune and an alumnus of
Fergusson College, Dr. Soman became emotional while sharing
personal experiences of growing up with a deaf sister, adding a deeply
human dimension to her address.

Dr. Manjushree Patil of the “Atman” organization, Thane,
delivered an impactful presentation on organizational coordination,
illustrating how every member—from drivers and support staff to
managers and directors—plays a vital role in achieving institutional
success. She emphasized that the contribution of each individual is
invaluable in creating an inclusive and effective system.

Ritika Sahani, a lawyer working in the field of disability rights and a
filmmaker associated with the “Trinayani” organization, offered a fresh
perspective through the screening of short films, documentaries, and
feature films, sensitizing the audience to lived experiences of persons
with disabilities.

An energizing and thought-provoking presentation that inspired
participants to believe in making the impossible possible was delivered
by Sangeeta Bagga-Gupta from Sweden. Shilpa Madane from
Singapore provided valuable guidance on inclusivity through a remote
session. Most notably, Sunil Sahasrabudhe a national-level leader,
researcher, sign-language expert, inspirational speaker, and a deaf
professional—shared profound insights on the concept of the “Human
Library,” presenting individuals who excel in specific fields as living role
models for society.

Additionally, Shri Govindaraj, Chief Commissioner, Department of
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment, Government of India, addressed the conference
remotely, further strengthening the national and global significance of
the event.

The sign language interpreters rendered commendable services
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throughout all three days of the conference, ensuring effective
communication and accessibility for all participants. A total of nine
research papers and eleven posters were presented during the
conference. In the concluding session, awards were presented to the
best research papers and posters, recognizing excellence in research
and presentation.

On the evening of the second day, a student from a Pune-based
school delivered a captivating dance performance, which was highly
appreciated by the audience. On this occasion, a souvenir
commemorating the conference was formally released by the
dignitaries.

Heartfelt congratulations to the entire Cochlea Pune team for their
diligent and dedicated efforts in making the workshop a grand success.
Special appreciation to Smruti Kulkarni from the Registration
Department of the Cochlea Organization, Mrudula Deolankar and
Kavita Khare, Neha Natekar, Tejashree and Jyoti Ranpura for
excellent stage management along with her committed team of
teachers from Swaranaad, Pallavi Sharma, Rahul Mali, Anand Harding
and Supriya Desai for efficiently arranging accommodation for special
educators from outside Pune city, Accounts Officers Ujjwala Shejwal
and Monica Yewale for their meticulous support, Mrudula Deolankar for
certificate coordination, and Trupti Kohinkar and Chitra Buzruk for
Technical Management and overall management. The cultural
programme was thoughtfully planned and coordinated by Shanti
Rokade, Archana Bhide, Vaishnavi Jadhav, and Deepali Salunkhe.
A total of four poster presentations and two research papers were
selected for NCED. In this achievement, Dr. Geetanjali Takle and Ms.
Mugdha Arkadi from our institute played a valuable and commendable
role. The entire responsibility of the Cochlea Pune stall was efficiently
managed by Neela Jahagirdar and Bhagyshree Sanvastarkar.

This remarkable achievement was made possible by the constant
guidance and encouragement of our beloved heads of the
organization, Ms. Raksha Deshpande and Dr. Wachasundar Sir.

The international workshop was a truly enriching learning
experience for all of us. We pray to God that we continue to receive
such meaningful opportunities to learn, grow, and serve with the same
dedication and commitmentin the future.

L2 24
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Cochlea Pune at NCED :

Research, Reflection and Learning Dr Geetanjali Takale

Research Officer, Cochlea Pune

Our participation in the National Conference on Early Development
(NCED) was a valuable academic and professional experience for
the Cochlea Pune and Swarnaad team. The conference provided
an important platform to present our ongoing research work and to
reflect on how systematic documentation strengthens early
intervention practice.

Below is a brief scientific overview of each research :

1. Multidomain Developmental and Academic Outcomes Following
Auditory Brainstem Implantation in a 3-Year-Old Child : A Case
Report

A single-case observational study of a 3-year-old child with bilateral
profound hearing loss and cochlear nerve deficiency post-Auditory
Brainstem Implantation (ABI). Standardized auditory, language,
attention, developmental, and academic assessments were
conducted over six months.Early auditory awareness and sound
discrimination emerged (CAP Level 4), with parallel gains in
cognition, attention, motor skills, and academic readiness.
Language development was uneven but progressing, reaffirming
that auditory access must be supported by intensive, structured
rehabilitation.

Authors: Pallavi Potdar and Rukmini Bathe
| Special Educator | Swarnaad Rehabilitation Centre, Pune

2. Speech and Language Development Through Multisensory
Intervention : A Case Study of a Child with Profound Hearing
Loss

A 24-month longitudinal case study of a child with profound hearing
loss not using cochlear implants. Multisensory therapy
incorporating visual, tactile, and experiential learning was
implemented with periodic developmental and academic
assessments. Receptive language improved earlier than
expressive language. Academic readiness and functional
communication increased despite limited auditory benefit,
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highlighting that multisensory input can compensate meaningfully
when auditory access is restricted.

Authors : Komal Gaikwad
| Special Educator | Swarnaad Rehabilitation Centre, Pune

3. Teacher Stress : A comparative study among pre-primary
general educators and special educators

A comparative cross-sectional study involving 50 educators
(special educators-25 and general educators-25) using a
standardized Teacher Stress Scale to examine domain-specific
stress. Special educators demonstrated significantly higher stress
related to student needs and social demands. The findings
reinforced our experience that support systems for educators are
essential to sustain quality intervention services.

Authors : Payal Deshmukh
| Speech Therapist | Swarnaad Rehabilitation Centre, Pune
Archana Kulkarni | Special Educator | Swarnaad Rehabilitation Centre, Pune

4. Using the Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ) to
Predict Social and Emotional Adjustment in Hard-of-Hearing
Students within Inclusive Educational Settings

A quantitative descriptive study of 30 children with hearing loss
psychological adjustment of children aged 4 to 10 years in inclusive
schools, assessed using the Strengths and Difficulties
Questionnaire (SDQ).Peer relationship difficulties and emotional
challenges were prominent, while prosocial behavior remained a
strength. Outcomes emphasized that psychosocial support is as
critical as auditory and academic intervention. Psychological
outcomes in children with hearing impaired are more shaped by
therapeutic support than by age diagnosis or type of hearing device.

Authors : Smruti Kulkarni
| Special Educator | Swarnaad Rehabilitation Centre, Pune

5. Parental Stress and Coping Strategies among Parents of
Hearing-Impaired Children : A Cross-Sectional Study at
CochleaPune

Across-sectional study of 77 parents using standardized stress and
coping inventories to explore psychological burden and adaptive
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strategies.60% of parents experienced moderate to high stress,
particularly related to parent—child interaction. Most parents (70%)
used active coping (engagement coping) strategies, but when
stress increased, more parents (35%) started using avoidant
coping (disengagement coping) strategies. This shows the
importance of parent counselling and supportin early intervention.

Authors : Sonali Karmarkar, Shanti Rokade and Bharati Tambe
| Special Educator | Swarnaad Rehabilitation Centre, Pune

6. An Indian Innovation in Early Intervention: A Qualitative
Exploration of the Pusalkar Swaranaad Residential Model

A qualitative study using semi-structured interviews with parents,
therapists, educators, audiologists, ENT specialist, principaland
director of residential school. Data were analyzed thematically.The
Pusalkar Swaranaad Residential Early Intervention Model
represents a culturally responsive and integrated approach to early
habilitation for children with hearing impairment in India. By
combining continuous monitoring, parental empowerment,
interdisciplinary collaboration, and a structured residential
environment, the model demonstrates significant potential to
improve developmental outcomes. Qualitative insights from this
study support the model's relevance while highlighting the need for
systemic support to ensure sustainability and replication.

Authors : Raksha Deshpande

| Director Education | Swarnaad Rehabilitation Centre, Pune
Dr Geetanjali Takale

| Research Officer | Cochlea Pune

These studies reaffirm that research is not separate from service
delivery. It allows us to reflect on practice, measure outcomes,
identify gaps, and refine intervention models.

“At Cochlea Pune, every child's journey informs our science and
every research finding strengthens our care”

L4 4 4
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| Reflections from NCED :
My Experience as a Research Officer
at Cochlea Pune Dr Geetanjali Takale

Research Officer, Cochlea Pune

“Research is not just about generating evidence;

it is about giving voice, structure, and direction to the work that
quietly changes lives every day.”

Participating in the National Conference on Education and
Development (NCED) as a Research Officer from Cochlea Pune was a
deeply meaningful experience for me—both professionally and
personally. It allowed me to step beyond routine academic roles and
engage directly with teachers and educators who were eager to
explore research but often felt uncertain about where to begin.

During the whole process of NCED, | had in-depth interaction with
special educators who brought rich classroom, residential, and field-
based experiences. What many of them needed was gentle guidance
and clarity, structure, and confidence to translate their everyday work
into research. Guiding them in framing research questions,aims and
objectives, identifying simple methodologies, and understanding
documentation felt like a natural extension of Cochlea Pune's
philosophy—Dbridging practice with evidence.

One of the most fulfilling aspects was mentoring teachers to see
themselves as active contributors to knowledge. Helping them convert
observations into measurable outcomes and encouraging ethical,
systematic thinking reaffirmed my belief that research mentorship is a
powerful form of capacity building.

For Cochlea Pune, NCED was more than just conference
participation. It reinforced our commitment to research-informed
practice, collaboration, and knowledge sharing. This commitment is
closely aligned with the theme-based education model followed at
Swarnaad, where learning is structured around real-life contexts,
functional goals, and meaningful participation rather than isolated
skills.

Personally, NCED reminded me why | value research—not as an
isolated academic exercise, but as a tool to strengthen educationand
professional confidence. At Cochlea Pune and Swarnaad, a vast
amount of meaningful work happens every day-especially in the areas

@ifacian ataf — bgardl 0% | %o |



COCHLEA WARTA é Difadasn aral

of early identification and early intervention. Systematic research helps
us document this work, measure outcomes, reflect on practices, and
communicate impact to professionals, policymakers, and families. It
validates the collective efforts of audiologists, therapists, educators,
and support staff who work consistently toward timely identification and
intervention during critical developmental years.

Being associated with this ecosystem has deeply strengthened
my sense of gratitude and purpose. As a public health professional and
a doctor, and now as a Research Officer at Cochlea Pune, | feel
privileged to contribute to work that has real, long-term impact on
children and families. | am deeply thankful to Dr A. Wachasundar and
Ms Raksha Deshpande for trusting me with this responsibility, and to
my mentor Dr Girish Tillu for his constant guidance and belief in my
journey.

Representing Cochlea Pune at NCED was a proud moment, and
it strengthened my resolve to continue mentoring, documenting, and
building a culture where research feels accessible and relevant.
NCED, for us, is not a limit but a beginning—an impetus to expand our
efforts in research and public health research, with a clear focus on
community well-being, early identification, and effective intervention
models. This journey will continue through stronger documentation,
collaborative studies, and scalable models that can meaningfully
contribute to community health and inclusive development.

NCED was not just an event—it was a shared journey of learning,
guidance, and growth for both the educators involved and Cochlea
Pune as an institution.

Your generosity can make a deaf child Speak

Cochlea is registered under :
BPT 1950 Act.

Society Reg. Act.

PAN No. AAATC5056E

Account Name : 'Cochlea Pune for Hearing and Speech’

Account No. : 60040230428
Bank : Bank of Maharashtra
Branch : Shivajinagar, Pune.
IFSC Code : MAHB0000043

All Donations are exempt under section 80G
of the Income Tax Act.
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SWARANAAD REHABILITATION CENTER
Monthly Achievement - JANUARY 2026

No. FACILITIES STUBENT COUNT
1. | Speech Therapy Sessions 204
2. | No. of Student getting Speech Therapy 58
3. | Aided Audiogram Testing 05
4. | No. of Speech Assessment 00
5. | No. of Counseling Sessions 07
6. | Individual Occupation Therapy Sessions 66
7. | No. of Students getting Individual OT 56
8. | Group Occupational Therapy Sessions 05
9. | Psychological Assessment 02

10. | No. of Activity Therapy Session 19

SWARANAAD OUTREACH CENTER
Monthly Achievement - JANUARY 2026

No. CENTERS Ession
1. Khed 00
2. Narayangoan 40
3. | YCM Pimpari 88
4. Morya Chinchwad 43
5. Phonda 45
6. Porvorim 70
7. Manchar 52
8. Daund 17
9. Urawade (Residential) 37

10. | Kudal 45
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