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| EDITORIAL

- Mrs. Manasee Date

What a joyful word 'Reunion' is. Yes the past students of
Swaranaad had a reunion on 7th and 8th June organised by the
teachers and staff of Swaranaad.

| witnessed the pleasure on the faces right from there entry
into the campus of our centre at Urawade. They played games,
exchanged their experiences, performed in the cultural program
and also went for a trek and fooled around with each other. They
also listened to some lectures and advise by the seniors. More in
detail are the write ups given by Raksha tai and Nisha Dighe. One
of the past student, Om Babar, doing engineering, has also given
a write up on his experience in the reunion. Another reunion of
children with cochlear implant was organised on 13th June in the
auditorium of Maharshi Stree Shikshan Sanstha. It was a full day
program from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. All those who had funded for
the cochlerimplants of these children were invited.

Representatives of Persistent Systems, Rama Purushottam
Foundation, MNGL, Vanaj Engineering, Panchsheel and Mukul
Madhav Foundation were present. Sri Rao Saheb Suryavanshi
and Ravi Dev graced the occasion with their presence in spite of
their busy schedule. The students of Swaranaad performed some
cultural shows which was appreciated by all. Dr Avinash
Wachasundar, Dr Akshay Wachasundar and Mrs Raksha
Deshpande, Director (education), guided the parents.

On 16th June all the children were welcomed back in
Swaranaad. They were so happy to meet their teachers and were
eager to tell them about how they spent their holidays. New
classes, new syllabus and the new curriculum made it very
exciting for the teachers also. Only the new entries in the nursary
were a bit sad. But our teachers are expertin handling them and in
aweek one will see them happily trotting into their class. 23rd June
was celebrated with all the teachers and staff doing yoga for half
an hour and the children enjoyed that too.

HAPPY ACADEMIC NEWYEARTOALL.
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Listening Beyond Words :
INSIGHTS FROM THE Nisha Dighe
COCHLEA SUMMER CAMP Former, Psychologist and Psychotherapist

Swaranaad, Kothrud

On the 7th and 8th of June, a residential summer camp was
organized for the ex-students of Cochlea young individuals with
hearing impairment who have grown and evolved through years of
learning and therapy. | had the opportunity to conduct a session and
interact with them, and the experience turned out to be both
heartwarming and thought-provoking.

As | engaged with these adolescents, | observed something
deeply moving. Many of them are either entering or already going
through adolescence a phase full of emotional shifts, identity
questions, and the need for expression. But for them, this journey
brings an added layer of complexity. They often have a lot to say, but
don’t always have the words or the emotional vocabulary to express
what they are truly going through. Their silence, pauses, and
expressions carried more depth than any spoken sentence could.

This realization shaped the flow of my session. While we
engaged in fun, interactive games, the underlying goal was to help
them connect with their inner focus, understand their emotions, and
learn how to cope with challenges both internal and external. It was
essential for them to grasp that being attentive and focused isn’t just
about academics or tasks it's about building a mindset that supports
their overall well-being.

What made the session truly special was the way the children
responded. They enjoyed every activity, but more importantly, they
participated with a sense of trust and openness. Behind their playful
engagementwas a desire tolearn, to be seen, and to be understood.

This experience left a profound impact on me. It reminded me
once again that growing up with hearing impairment doesn’t just
mean overcoming communication barriers it also means navigating
emotional landscapes in a world that doesn’t always listen with
empathy. And as educators, therapists, and caregivers, we need to
create more such opportunities where these children now young
adults can explore their feelings, find their voices, and step forward
with confidence.

Because sometimes, what matters mostis not just hearing their
words, buttruly listening beyond them.
L 2 2 2
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Reunion of our Cochlear
Implanted Children

Mrs. Pallavi Sharma
Public Relation Officer

Come June and the first thought that crops up areall things
related to school. Huge crowd of parents cramped up in stores
buying uniforms, school bags,socks, shoes, raincoat and
umbrellas.

Well, this June was different! We started the academic
session with a different yet important event. We take pride in
sharing our Implantee Get Together Event held in the honour of
our implanted children and their parents which was held on 13th
June, 2025, Friday at Maharshi Karve Stree Shikshan Santha,
Karvenagar, from 9:00am till 3:00pm, a day's program filled with
presentations, performances, felicitations and of course hot
delicious meals.

Once the cochlear implant surgery is done, the child goes
home, starts rehabilitation but the journey for the child and parent
continues. Our Dr Avinash Wachasundar Sir, did not want to stop
just at this, he was the mastermind behind this event, wherein he
still wants to be a part of this journey by understanding what the
implantee child goes through, be it for the better or difficulties the
child and parents face.

A lot of efforts went into ensuring maximum, if not all, our
implantee children and their parents attend this event.
Considering the fact that we have children coming not only from
Pune, but other districts and rural areas as well, keeping in mind
the onset of monsoon, were some of the determining factors for
attendance.

The event commenced with registration; parents had to fill
out the questionnaire with the help of teachers as it was a
comprehensive form asking them in detail regarding the implant
and the processes thereafter. Each company conducted sessions
for an hour and a half with their respective implanted children.
Company personnel interacted with the parents addressing their
problems, giving them solutions, guided them on wear and tear
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and other related issues parents are facing. It was a fruitful
session highly appreciated by parents.

Hospitable as we are known for as well, a hot delicious
breakfast was served to all the children, parents, company
representatives and team members. And not to mention we had T-
shirts customized for these implantee children and our team
members! What a co-ordinated look we all had!

We had presentations given by our team members from
Cochlea Pune and Swaranaad Rehabilitation Center. We started
with Dr Akshay giving his insights on cochlear implants, followed
by Mrs Mugdha and Mr Amit sharing information from the
audiological perspective, Raksha madam and Mrudula madam
left no stones unturned to enlighten the audience with their
wisdom on the importance of continuity of various therapies and
rehabilitation for the hearing-impaired children.

We are always grateful to our donors, namely Persistent
Systems, Rama Purshottam Foundation, MNGL, Vanaz
Engineering, Panchashil, Mukul Madhav Foundation, it is
because of their donations we are able to perform maximum
cochlearimplant surgeries andrehabilitate our implanted children.
We felicitated these good Samaritans by presenting them photo
frames as our token of appreciation and gratitude.

None of our events are complete without the performances
of our implanted children. The little ones delighted us with reciting
shlokas and poems, narrating stories and singing some rhymes.
This gives them a platform to showcase their growth, progress,
development and highlights the importance of the rapies and
rehabilitation.

The older children who are fifteen years of age and above,
some who are in their early twenties, narrated their journey and
how they overcame challenges, obstacles and continue to keep
striving for the best. They are our role models for the younger
generation.

Our Special Guests, Rao Saheb Suryavanshi Sir and Ravi
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Deo Sir,were kind enough to spare some of their valuable time and
were presentat this event. They were felicitated as well and spoke
afewwords.

Our Sir, Dr Avinash Wachasundar, wrapped up the event
with heartwarming experiences full of inspiration and motivation
which resonated with the audience.

After we concluded our significant agendas in the
auditorium, a sumptuous lunch meal welcomed all of us in the
lobby.

The very fact that the turnout of implanted children and their
parents turned up in numbers,what we hoped to achieve at this
eventwas triumphant as it was our very first with this kind of a plan.
We managed to have around 170 attendees comprising of
implanted children, their parents, implant company
representatives and ourteam members.

We do intend to host this yearly, which will enable us to
remain in touch with our implanted children and help themin every
possible way in their journey.

L2 24
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Your generosity can make a deaf child Speak

Cochlea is registered under :
BPT 1950 Act.

Society Reg. Act.

PAN No. AAATC5056E

Account Name : 'Cochlea Pune for Hearing and Speech'’

Account No. : 60040230428

Bank : Bank of Maharashtra
Branch : Shivajinagar, Pune.
IFSC Code : MAHB0000043

All Donations are exempt under section 80G
of the Income Tax Act.
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SWARANAAD REHABILITATION CENTER
Monthly Achievement - JUNE 2025

No. FACILITIES STUDENT COUNT
1. | Speech Therapy Sessions 91
2. | No. of Student getting Speech Therapy 40
3. | Aided Audiogram Testing -
4. | No. of Speech Assessment -
5. | No. of Counseling Sessions
6. | Individual Occupation Therapy Sessions
7. | Group Occupational Therapy Sessions
8. | Psychological Assessment -
9. | No. of students getting Individual OT 23

10. | No. of OT Screening 19

11. | No. of Activity Therapy Session 15

SWARANAAD OUTREACH CENTER
Monthly Achievement - JUNE 2025

No| CENTERS SESSION
1. | Khed 3
2. | Narayangoan 35
3. | Pimpari 40
4. | Chinchwad 57
5. | Phonda 58
6. | Porvorim 51
7. | Manchar 72
8. | Daund 19
9. | Urawade (Residential) 54

10. | Kudal 49
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